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tern of the Christians. The Emperor did not suppress paganism; theoretically, there was no differentiation between religions, and all alike were tolerated. It is doubtful, whether Constantine was ever technically a Christian himself, and he certainly did not give up the assertion of the Emperor's position as the supreme head of the old religion, the high priest of Jupiter, and a claimant to admission among the circle of divinities on his own demise. But the recognition of the Christian ecclesiastical organization actually gave to that body an immense influence and power, forcing upon it a political as well as a spiritual authority.
Constantine arranged for the re-partition of the Empire on his death between his three surviving sons, who for the confusion of posterity were named, Constantine, Constantius, and Constans. Constantius held the East. Constans and Constantine, holding the Middle and the West, quarreled. Constantine was killed in battle, and then Constans was assassinated in a mutiny. Constantius turned upon the successful mutineer, smote him, and once again there was a single emperor.
In 361, twenty-four years after the death of Constantine, Constantius was succeeded by his nephew Julian, known as the Apostate, because he reverted from Christianity to a philosophic paganism, and zealously sought to restore the worship of the old gods. As subordinate Caesar in Gaul, Julian had admirably defended the frontier; as Emperor he led a great campaign against the Persians, which was attended with success until his sudden death. The legions in the field chose one of their officers, Jovian, as his successor. Within a few months, however, he fell ill and died, and another Illyrian soldier was elected to the Empire, Valentinian, who associated with himself his brother Valens, taking the West for himself, while Valens had the East. The brief reign of Jovian had been marked by an immediate withdrawal from the newly conquered territories in the East. Valentinian held the Rhine and the Danube frontier successfully. A year after his death, Valens allowed the Goths, who, across the Danube, were being harried by the hordes of a Mongolian people from Central Asia, the Huns, to settle in Mcesia. But again, two years later, the Goths rose against Valens, defeated and killed him at Adrianople, and threatened to carry fire and sword over the Balkan peninsula.
Meanwhile Gratian, the son of Valentinian, had succeeded his father in the Western Empire, where he successfully beat back the Franks. On the death of Valens, Gratian named one of his captains, Theo-.dosius, as successor to the Empire of the East. Theodosius successfully conciliated the Goths, Maximus, the governor of Britain, revolted against Gratian and killed him, making himself master of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, while Gratian's younger brother, Valentinian II.f ittled in Italy and In Africa. Then Maximus endeavored to overthrow